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• Q.1. What is the significance of the title of the play “Waiting for Godot”? 

• The significance of the title rests on the situational irony that the wait for Godot is entirely trifling. Within an existentialist context, 

the wait is symbolic of human reality.  It is the amalgamation of our need for hope, purpose and direction versus the reality that 

there is no absolute law that explains any hope, purpose, or reason for anything. Realistically, our lives are a product of perspective 

and upbringing, not to mention the eternal debate of nature versus nurture.  Hence, we all wait in different ways: praying, hoping, 

meditating, thinking ahead, or stopping altogether. Essentially, this "wait" is an existential problem for all individuals. The 

succession of issues that present themselves in a lifespan may render us dependent on the expectation that something may come

our way, or may change us forever. In the meantime, we meet characters, see things, and witness situations not unlike those seen

by Vladimir and Estragon: things that are odd, cruel, senseless, even morbid. It is all a part of existing. The wait will always be 

there. 

-VLADIMIR He didn't say for sure he'd come.  

ESTRAGON And if he doesn't come? 

VLADIMIR We'll come back tomorrow. 

ESTRAGON And then the day after tomorrow. 

VLADIMIR Possibly. ESTRAGON And so on. 

VLADIMIR The point is—

ESTRAGON Until he comes. 

The two main characters, Vladimir and Estragon, spend days waiting for someone named Godot. A boy comes with a message that 

Godot is not coming and they continue to wait. The waiting itself is an exercise in futility. Godot is never going to show up and the two 

characters discuss options such as suicide (which they fail in the attempt),
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• Q.2. How does Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot reflect on the 

existentialist view of human reality? 

• Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot is generally regarded as a quintessential example of 

existentialism precisely because of its treatment of the play's titular figure. Godot never appears in 

the play—forcing readers and playgoers to ask questions like "does Godot actually exist?" Troublingly, 

no answer is provided by the play, which forces audiences to confront the absurdity of potentially 

waiting for someone who does not exist. Waiting for Godot examines the problem of existentialism in 

some detail, without ever suggesting a solution. Although "existentialist" is a label applied to a wide 

range of thinkers, some of whom, such as Camus, rejected it, the philosophy is always concerned 

with meaning and, more specifically, with the idea that life has no predetermined meaning for us to 

find. The solution often suggested, with varying degrees of confidence, is that one must decide for 

oneself the meaning of one's own life. 

• The characters in the play, however, do not find, decide upon, or create meaning. Vladimir and 

Estragon wait endlessly for someone who never comes. Lucky babbles 

• incoherently when requested to think. Pozzo falls from a position of dominance and confidence, yet 

his fall has none of the significance and dignity of tragedy. These actions and attitudes are all failures 

of meaning. 

• Beckett, however, adds to existentialism some of the ideas he learned from Proust.
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